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 Agenda of the extraordinary general meeting to be held at the  
Corporate Support Office of the Company, square Marie Curie 40 in 1070 Brussels, Belgium,  

on April 27, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. C.E.T. 
 

 
 
1. Amendment to the article 9 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: replace the third indent of article 9 of the articles of association with the 
following text:  

 
“On April 27, 2011, the extraordinary general meeting authorized the board of directors to acquire up 
to ten percent of the outstanding shares of the company at a minimum unit price of one Euro and at a 
maximum unit price not higher than twenty percent above the highest closing stock market price of the 
company's shares on Euronext Brussels during the twenty trading days preceding such acquisition. 
Such authorization has been granted for a period of five years as from the date of the extraordinary 
general meeting of April 27, 2011 and extends to the acquisition of shares of the company by its direct 
subsidiaries, as such subsidiaries are defined by legal provisions on the acquisition of shares of the 
parent company by its subsidiaries.” 

 
2. Amendment to the article 19 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: replace the second indent of article 19 of the articles of association with the 
following text: 

 
“The board of directors creates within the board an audit committee and a remuneration and 
nomination committee vested with the authority provided for by legal provisions in force in respect of 
an audit committee and a remuneration committee, respectively, and with such additional authority as 
may be determined by the board of directors.” 

 
3. Amendment to the article 29 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: move the fourth indent of article 29 of the articles of association to the end of 
the third indent of this article, and add a new indent in this article with the following text, immediately 
before the last indent thereof: 
 
“One or more shareholders holding together at least 3 per cent of the share capital can request to put 
an item on the agenda of any shareholders meeting and table resolution proposals for items included 
or to be included on the agenda of a shareholders meeting, in compliance with legal provisions in 
force.” 
 

4. Amendment to the article 30 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: replace the third indent of article 30 of the articles of association with the 
following text: 
 
“A copy of the documents that must be made available to registered shareholders is sent to them 
along with the convening notice. As from the date of the publication of this notice, all shareholders are 
entitled to obtain a copy of these documents free of charge, in accordance with legal provisions in 
force.” 
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5. Amendment to the article 31 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: rename the title of article 31 of the articles of association into “Attendance 
Formalities” and replace this article with the following text: 
 
“The rights of a shareholder to attend the shareholders meeting and to vote shares are subject to the 
registration of these shares in the name of this shareholder at midnight (European Central Time) on 
the record date, which is the fourteenth day before the meeting, either by registration of registered 
shares in the register of registered shares of the company, or by registration of dematerialized shares 
in the accounts of an authorized securities account keeper or clearing institution, or by delivery of 
bearer shares to a financial intermediary. 
 
Shareholders must notify the company (or the person designated by the company for this purpose) of 
their intent to participate in the shareholders meeting, no later than six days before the date of the 
meeting. 
 
The holders of bonds or subscription rights may attend the shareholders meeting with consultative 
vote if they have complied with the attendance formalities applicable to the shareholders.” 
 

6. Amendment to the article 32 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: replace the article 32 of the articles of association with the following text: 
 
“All holders of securities entitled to vote may be represented by one or more proxy holders at the 
shareholders meeting, in compliance with legal provisions in force. 
 
However, under age persons, certified persons, civil companies and commercial companies may be 
represented by their legal representatives or statutory bodies that, in turn, may be represented by one 
or more proxy holders, in compliance with legal provisions in force. Spouses are entitled to represent 
each other. 
 
The board of directors may approve the form of the proxies. Proxies must be received by the company 
no later than six days before the date of the meeting.” 
 

7. Amendment to article 33 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: replace the second, third and fourth indents of the article 33 of the articles of 
association with the following text: 
 
“The chairman appoints the secretary. The shareholders meeting may appoint two or more 
observers.” 

8. Amendment to the article 34 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: replace the second and third indents of the article 34 of the articles of 
association with the following text: 
 
“The decision to adjourn a meeting cancels all decisions taken and the shareholders are reconvened 
within five weeks with the same agenda. 
 
Formalities and proxies accomplished or delivered to the company in compliance with articles 31 and 
32 for the purpose of the first meeting will not be valid for the second meeting. The board of directors 
will set a new record date for the second meeting for the purpose of article 31. The shareholders 
whose shares are registered in their name on this new record date will be entitled to attend the second 
meeting and to vote these shares upon satisfaction of the attendance formalities for the second 
meeting referred to in article 31.” 
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9. Amendment to the article 36 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: replace the fifth and sixth indents of the article 36 of the articles of association 
with the following text: 
 
“If permitted by the convening notice, the shareholders who have complied with the attendance 
formalities referred to in article 31 can participate in the shareholders meeting by electronic means 
upon satisfaction of the conditions and formalities set out in the convening notice.  This notice will 
provide indications as to the means used by the company to identify the shareholders participating by 
electronic means and whether they can take part to the deliberations of the shareholders meeting 
and/or ask questions. 
 
The shareholders who have complied with the attendance formalities referred to in article 31 can vote 
remotely at any shareholders meeting by completing a form provided by the company, either by 
correspondence or, if permitted by the convening notice, by electronic means.  Shares will be taken 
into account for the vote and the computation of the quorum only if the form provided by the company 
has been duly completed and returned to it no later than six days before the date of the meeting. 
Where the convening notice permits shareholders to vote remotely by electronic means, this notice will 
provide indications as to the means used by the company to identify the shareholders voting remotely. 
 
An attendance list, which indicates the name of each shareholder and the number of shares registered 
for voting, is signed by each shareholder or its proxy holder before the meeting starts.” 
 

10. Amendment to the article 38 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: rename the title of article 38 of the articles of association into “Accounting year” 
and remove the second, third, fourth and fifth indents of this article. 
 

11. Amendment to the article 39 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 
Proposed resolution: remove the third indent of the article 39 of the articles of association and 
replace the second indent of this provision with the following text: 
 
“Directors and auditors answer the questions asked by shareholders, in compliance with legal 
provisions in force.”  

 
12. Removal of the article 47 of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: remove the article 47 of the articles of association. 
 
13. Amendment to the provisional measure of the articles of association of the Company. 
 

Proposed resolution: replace the provisional measure set out at the end of the articles of association 
with the following text: 
 
“The amendments to articles 9, 19, 33, 38, 39 and 47 and to the provisional measure of these articles 
of association, as approved by the extraordinary shareholders meeting held on April 27, 2011, enter 
into force as of that date. The amendments to articles 29, 30, 31, 32, 34 and 36 of these articles of 
association, as approved by such extraordinary shareholders meeting, will enter into force on the 
ultimate date by which the articles of association of the Company must be amended pursuant to the 
Belgian law implementing Directive 2007/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 
July 2007 on the exercise of certain rights of shareholders in listed companies, as such date will be set 
by such law.” 

 
14. Powers to implement the shareholders resolutions. 
 

Proposed resolution: approve the following resolution:  
 

“The extraordinary general meeting grants the powers to the board of directors, with the power to sub-
delegate, to implement the decisions taken by the extraordinary general meeting, to co-ordinate the 
text of the articles of association as a result of the abovementioned amendments, and to carry out all 
necessary or useful formalities to that effect.” 
 
 

 


